8

The Most Powerful Ethnic Minority in Trinidad and Tobago
[bookmark: _GoBack]Read, Connect the Dots and Behold the Power to make me unemployable. For the Wages of My Sin is Vagrancy in T&T. Where EVERY creed and race does NOT find an equal place. There is a Message in this action one that speaks to power wielded and the expectation that the majority will be subservient. The book was published in 2004 and within the time frame allowed for legal action in T&T there was No lawsuit by a member of the aggrieved Arab population of T&T against me in fact there were none at all from anyone. The action against me in 2011 was then specifically aimed at destroying my job at the university through action by the university illustrating the power wielded in a supposedly regional institution. Those of the majority who choose to be recalcitrant will be made an example of. A new massa in town so much for democracy and the end of the plantation. Is massa day done?
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Syrian/Lebanese complain about book by UWI lecturer

we’re not in dru

By IRENE MEDINA, Editor
—————

THE local Syrian/Lebanese com-
munity has decided to take ac-
tion against claims of a long
reputed link to the international
drug trade and they have zeroed
in on a University of the West In-
dies (UWI) lecturer who has pub-
lished a book accusing leading
members of the local Arab com-
munity of trafficking in drugs.
The highly sensitive issue is
threatening to become a major
debate over academic freedom,
as the UWI, St. Augustine campus
lecturer, Daurius Figueira, author
of the book, has sought legal ad-

vice over the UWI's attempt to en-
quire into his publication.

The book is entitled, “Cocaine
and Heroin Trafficking in the Carib-
bean — The Case of Trinidad and
Tobago, Jamaica and Guyana"
and was published in 2004,

In his book, Figueira claim that
“the dominant race” involved in the

tion/race groupings are the Syrian/
Lebanese grouping.”

He claimed as well that within
the community there is “a division
of Iabour in which the ilicit trade
is masked by the legitimate front
businesses and money launder-
ing operations that pass for legiti-
mate businesses.”

Now, seven years later, on De-
cember 4, 2011, Figueira, who
is attached to the Department of
Behavioural Sciences, received
a letter from UWI principal Pro-
fessor Clement Sankat, drawing
his attention to the concerns raised
by the Syrian/Lebanese commu-
nity.

Acting through attomey Michael
Quamina, of Chancery Chambers,
the affected community claims
that its members have been ma-
igned by claims in the book that
they are the kingpins in the co-
caine trade.

Professor Sankat in his letter to
Figueira explained that Quamina
had raised the concers to him, in

a letter dated December 1, 2011,
parts of which he quoted in his cor-
respondence to Figueira.

Quamina  complained  that
“the book levels a number of ex-
tremely serious charges against
the Syrian-Lebanese community,
of which my clients are an inte-
gral party, by making unequivocal
statements to the effect that the
Syrian-Lebanese  community is
heavily involved in the illegal nar-
cotics trade.”

Quamina told Sankat, “As you
no doubt agree, the statements
of this lecturer are ludicrous, abso-
lutely false, totally scandalous and
bigoted.”

It cor

ued: “The writing is with-

out any factual basis whatsoever,
and the proof of same is in the
fact that the entire work is de-
void of any academic authority to
support its conclusions arrived at
with respect to my clients’ commu-
nity.

Quamina further chastised the
author, claiming that “there is no

empirical or other evidence to sup-
port any of the categorical state-
ments made by this lecturer,” and
challenged his academic integrity
further by charging, “What this lec-
turer has done s to launch a viru-
lent and unjustified attack against

established mem-
bers of society .."
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LECTURER Daurius Figueira has, through
his attorneys, admonished UWI Principal
Clement Sankat for his involvement in
the matter and is questioning how Sankat
came to be writing him on behalf of the
Syrian/Lebanese community.

In a strongly worded letter to the UWI prin-
cipal, Juliet Ann Roberts Antoine, Figueira’'s
attorney, said it appeared that Sankat was
acting as the agent of Michael Quamina,
the attorney for the Syrian/Lebanese com-
munity. ;

In fact, Roberts Antoine, acting on behalf
of Figueira, questioned the “protocol” used
by Quamina to complain to the UWI rather
than to the author of the book.

As a matter of “correctness” she said, the
issue should have been raised with her cli-
ent directly and warned Sankat that it could
be “potentially embarrassing” for the UWI.

Roberts Antoine further “advised” Sankat
that the university is required to maintain a
clear distinction between the professional
and private work of its members.

She maintained that Figueira stands by
his work, adding that he defends his publi-
cation as comprising “well researched and
factual representations,” which he believes
could hold up to the “most rigorous academ-
ic scrutiny.”

When contacted, Quamina told TnT Mir-

Dusiness

ror that he had not had the benefit of seeing
the correspondence passing to Mr Flguelra
and his attorney-at-law.

“However, the purpose of the correspon-
dence written by me on behalf of my clients
to the University of the West Indies was to
bring to its attention,.what my clients con-
sider to be totally outrageous, unacceptable,

unsupported and bigoted statements made

by Mr. Figueira in his book, and as a conse-
quence, for the university to consider wheth-
er he has engaged in misconduct.”

He added that “one must remember that
Mr. Figueira is being provided with a forum
to teach and influence our young adults. The
university is under a very serious duty to en-
sure that those who are given such a power-
ful and important access to our young adults
are responsible.”

Responding to Figueira’s questions about
why he was not written to directly, Quamina

said: “I have no doubt that my clients are en- -
titled to communicate with the university in.

the manner which they did, and it is in fact a
most appropriate step.”

He added, “It is now up to the unwer5|ty
to determine whether Mr. Figueira has in
fact engaged in misconduct, and | am cer-
tain that all of the concerns being raised
by his attorney on his behalf will be given
due consideration.”
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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES
ST AUGUSTINE, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO, WEST INDIES
OFFICE OF THE CAMPUS REGISTRAR

HUMAN RESOURCES DIVISION
Telephone: (868) 662-2002 Ext. 82312/82314 Fax: (868) 662-3700 Email:_hr_director@sta.uwi.edu

OurRef.: P/F

December 19, 2014

Mr. Darius Figuera

Lecturer

C/o Department of Behavioural Sciences
Faculty of Social Sciences

Dear Mr. Figuera,

In my letter to you dated July 2nd, 2014, you were formally requested to submit your work
for evaluation via the established evaluation process. You were also advised that your
contract, which would have expired on July 31st, 2014, was extended to December 31st,
2014 to allow for the evaluation.

I wish to advise that that the Campus has not received copies of any form of published
material from you and therefore was unable to evaluate your work in support of contract
renewal. In this regard, I wish to advise that your contract will not be renewed when your
present contract expires at the end of December 2014.

Before you leave office, please arrange to return all University property to the office of the
Dean of Social Sciences. This includes your identification card, any computers and office
equipment, office keys, books, journals and any other University owned equipment or
material that you may have in your possession.

I wish to thank you for your service to the University and wish you all the best in the future.

Sincerely,

<t By

Stephen Sheppard
Director - Human Resources

Copy Mr. Errol Simms - Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences
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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES

ST. AUGUSTINE. TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. WEST INDIES

OFFICE OF THE CAMPUS PRINCIPAL
Tel: (868) 224-3730; (868) 662-2002 exts.82180/82182/83182; Fax: (868) 662-0600
principal@sta.uwi.edu

Pro Vice-Chancellor Professor Clement Sankat, BSc (UWI), MSc (UWI), PhD (Guelph), FIAgrE, CEng, FAPETT

December 14, 2011

Mr. Daurius Figueira

c/o Department of Behavioural Sciences
Faculty of Social Sciences

UW.L,

ST. AUGUSTINE

Dear Mr. Figueira

Re: Cocaine and Heroin Trafficking in the Caribbean -
The Case of Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica and Guyana

by Daurius Figueira

| bring to your attention a letter dated December 01, 2011 from Mr. Michael A. A. Quamina,
Attorney-at-Law, on the above-mentioned subject.

The letter notes in part “The book levels a number of extremely serious charges against the Syrian-
Lebanese Community, of which my clients are an integral part, by making unequivocal statements to the
effect that the Syrian-Lebanese community is heavily involved in the illegal narcotics trade. The offensive
words can be found firstly at page 32”.

The letter on page 6 also notes “As you will not doubt agree, the statements of this lecturer are
Iudicrous, absolutely false, totally scandalous, and bigoted. The writing is without any factual basis
whatsoever, and the proof of same is in the fact that the entire work is devoid of any or any academic
authority to support the conclusions arrived at with respect to my clients’ community. There is no
empirical or other evidence to support any of the categorical statements made by this lecturer. Simply
put, what this lecturer has done, is to launch a virulent and unjustified attack against my clients’
community, which is made up of well-established members of society...”
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| would be very grateful to receive your comments on this matter, so that | am in a position to <
respond to Mr. Quamina and the representatives of the Syrian-Lebanese Community.

Sincerel i e

Professor Clement K. Sankat
Pro Vice Chancellor and Campus Principal

c. University Registrar
Campus Registrar
Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences .
Head, Department of Behavioural Sciences
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J. A. ROBERTS ANTOINE

ATTORNLEY- AT- L AW
Suite 12, No. 44, Eastern Main Road, St. Augustine
Telephone: 1-868-662-5546

Nolens Chamber@gmail.com

3 January, 2021

The University of the West Indies,
St. Augustine Campus,
ST, AUGUSTINE

Attention:  Professor Clement K. Sankat

L Re:  Cocaine and Heroin Trafficking in the Caribbean —
The Case of Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica and Guyana
by Daurius Figueira

| refer to the captioned and to your correspondence dated the 14" December,
2011 and advise that | am instructed to act on behalf of Mr. Figueira.

Be advised that my client having carefully perused the contents of your letter
became somewhat disorientated by the protocoi used by the Attorney, Mr.
Quamina to express the concerns of his clients.

My client has instructed that | 2nquire into the nature of the University’s interest
in this matter, since it appears to be acting as the agent of the said Attorney.

As a matter of ‘correctness’, It is the said Attorney who ought to write to my client
indicating the said concerns with a view to having the matter addressed in an
appropriate manner. Unless the University had and has maintained a vested
interest in the said published work it is mind boggling to say the least and indeed
potentially embarrassing, for the University for volunteer its services and influence
in the way that it has.

Also be advised that the University is required to maintain a clear distinction
between that about which it can exercise its jurisdiction as University, and that
which pertains to the private and personal work of its members.

My client has also instructed that the said publication is comprised of well
researched and factual representations which he believes was held up to and can
hold up to the most rigorous academic scrutiny.

stern Main Road. St. Augustine Suite 12 Trinidad W L Tel/Fax 868-662-5546
Kingston St Vincent W. I TelFax 809-438-8778 (St Vincent)
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In the premises, my client has instructed that the University would not be the
appropriate medium through which to respond, but is quite willing to respond
directly to the said Attorney’s concerns should the need arise.

| am also instructed to convey my client’s appreciation to you for revealing the
concealed and formenting objections of the said Attorney’s clients.

Please be guided accordingly.

Thank you.

Yours faithfully,

Juliet Ann Ro!
Attorney-at-Law





