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Some adwce for Mr Sturge

-y PN

\ ){.- “’\;x""
WAYNE STURGE, Unite
Congress (UNC) senator, was quot-

\__\_.

od in vesterday's Sunday Express a»
- Americas.

having stated the following ar iast
Friday’s Senate sitting

“Wuh feel the Syriar community
the Syriar: junta. ready to close
down and yun back te Syria? | am
perplexed as ‘o the identitv of that
“tunta”, defined as o military group
coittrolling a governmen: after
taking i© b1 fover!

A inciuded?

My deccased parents canie
to this country froms Syria, as

A L 0 o A P S g 5 A £ A7

-\

National v

youngsiers with their {rarems ane
fainibes, apd made T&T our home
of choive for a bettey life ir the

As a financial services profes-

* sional for the last 45 years. T have
Coserved TET op numerous advisorn

commitiees and boards, spanning

¢ severai governmenis withou:

- political agenda or directives, and

- continue  play my part in the

¢ private sector, abiding by the laws
- and paving my taxes diligently and
" on time.

We have three hiving genera-

b b ’t

© oo Esan

- tions residm.g in T&T arfd trave o
- intention o “closc down and run”
to any other country.

o My Starge and his colleagues
have any more rights and duty
thar my familv and | have ¢ T&T?
My advice 1o Mr Sturge and

. his former cronies and currens

colleagues i Parliament: focus
on contribitting to the urgentdy

yeguived franstormation, and desist
Cfrom civisive arig cestructive

politics”

(i B E P 55 B SRR BRI
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Unfair attack on
a Trini minority

| MAKE no apologies for having said in the past that
the Syrian/Lebanese in Trinidad and Tobago were
one vague circumstance away from becoming this
country’s Jews. Once again, it would appear, that a
demographic minority is becoming the subject of
baseless lies and dangerous aspersions in spite of
that group’s many contributions to nation-building.

Since their arrival on these shores just over 100 years
ago, immigrants from Syria and Lebanon have aspired
to the same ideals as the groups that preceded them
and those that came afier. They have worked hard as 2
group and fought hard to assimilate in a new counity,
making this their home and that of their progeny.

In spite of the sacrifices and the proclamations of
our own sense of belonging te these two islands the
community has often been treated with scant regard
and suspicion.

From my own family have come not only entre-
preneurs, employers and landowners but also public
servants, pan men, mas makers, calypsonians and
national athietes. e

In spite of the stereotypes | am not the owner
of a cloth store and 1 am not the offspring of two
cousins.

I have laughed off the thinly veiled insults too
many times to recall, my temper held in check by
the memories of the beautiful and humble people
that my Lebanon-born grandparents were. In their
day they were proud to conform and assimilate.
They were hopeful of acceptance. And failure to do
50 was never considered an opticn.

Rut now, 100 years later - 80 years since my grand-
parents first amived - the presence of our community is
still under threat from ignorance and envy.

1t makes me physically sick to hear a member
of this nation’s Upper House of Parliarent make
reckless afiegations that impugn my “ethnicity” in
its totality. But it makes me angry when the rest of
the nation remains almost silent in response.

in a world where such silence may be mistaken
for acquiescence 1 am obviously concerned for
people who look like me, Who sound like me. Who
have names like my own.

Instead of widespread condemnation and a be-
lated retraction, Senator Sturge’s remarks have giv-
en birth to a wave of sentiment in seeming support,
at least when one examines the social media pages
atigned with the political party of which he is a part.

As Rome was not built in a day, the tide of public

entiment against Germany’s Jewish population
did net turn overnight. History shows us that what
occurred in Germany happened as a result of the
re-education of an entire population that was made
possible largely through public apathy and was facili-
tated in part by economic collapse the decade before.
In Trinidad and Tebago, we have already wit-
nessed apathy and economic difficulty. Is Senator
Suwge the beginning of the re-education process

e e RN IR

that will help 1o recast the Syrian/Lebanese commu-
nity 2s being both alien and harmful to our society
and in so doing setiing up an econowuic power grab
not witnessed on our sheres since the arrival of
Columbus in 14987

Waich out my peeple. Watch out.

George Elias

Pomongd s



